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A classy effort that could be up with the big boys of the vintage, the
inky colored 2013 Châteauneuf-du-Pape Cuvée des Cadettes (42%
Syrah, 37% Grenache and 21% Mourvèdre) has ample black raspberry
and cassis fruit intermixed with licorice, toasted bread, charcoal and
background meatiness. While this cuvèe sees aging in new French
oak barrels, its larger portions of Syrah and Mourvèdre soak up any
trace of oak in its first few years of life. Its also worth remembering
that while 2013 was difficult for Grenache, Syrah Mourvèdre both
did well. This medium to full-bodied beauty has fabulous purity of
fruit, noticeable, yet ripe, tannin and solid length. It should round
into form nicely with short-term cellaring and have 10-15 years of
longevity. 			
		
		
- J.D. November 30, 2014
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